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Opening Remarks
H.E. Ieng Mouly, Chair of the National AIDS Authority,
at the Annual Conference of the National AIDS Authority 2023,
Independence Hotel, Preah Sihanouk Province
December 4, 2023

e Excellencies, Chair of the AIDS Committees of Ministries, Secretariat of the Provincial
Capitals, and the Cambodian Red Cross,

o Excellencies, Vice Chairs of the National AIDS Authority,

e Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, National and International Guests,

Today, once again, | am very pleased and honored to preside over the opening
ceremony of the Annual Conference of the National AIDS Authority 2023 after the
plenary meeting that was held this morning. On this wonderful occasion, I would like
to express my sincerest welcome and gratitude for the precious presence of
Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, and National and International guests who
participated in the Annual Review Meeting 2023 and Future Action Plans for 2024 in
response to HIV/AIDS in our Kingdom of Cambodia.

We have been actively working together, during this year, to end the spread of
HIV/AIDS at a time when the context of foreign aid is declining. During this transition
period, we have all fulfilled our duty, strengthening leadership at all levels; especially
the responsibilities of the AIDS Committee in the ministries, institutions, capitals, and
provinces, alongside partner organizations to expand the potential interventions and
research to encourage people suspected of having HIV to come forward for HIV
testing services, to achieve the first 95th target.

According to the preliminary results of scientific studies conducted in 2023
regarding the number of people living with HIV at the sub-national level, it was found
that the capital and provinces with new HIV infections among the 6 risk groups are:
Phnom Penh, Battambang, Siem Reap, Banteay Meanchey, Takeo, and Preah Sihanouk
province, of which make up to 72% of new infections nationwide. Takeo and Preah
Sihanouk are two of the capital and provinces that have been found to have the highest
rates of new HIV infections among key populations (high-risk populations),
including: Men having sex with men (MSM), transgender women (TG), entertainment
service workers (EW) and drug users (PWID / PWUD). The analysis also showed that
the growth rate of new HIV infections was among men and boys, at 79%. 83% of the
newcomers are at risk or are in key populations. At the same time, 50% of young men
who have sex with men are not recognized as being at risk of contracting HIV.
Therefore, we must pay more attention to expanding comprehensive coverage and
prevention services effectively and efficiently.



Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen!

I would like to inform Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, members of the
conference that we have five agendas to present:

1. Involvement of civil society and population representatives, key people living
with HIV, and young people:
a. Acknowledging outstanding contributors
b. Support for the national AIDS response system by Tim Vara, Executive
Director of the Health Action Coordinating Committee (HACC)
2. Progress of HIV/AIDS response in education by a representative of the AIDS
Committee from the Ministry of Education, Youth and Sport
3. Opportunities for the implementation of the 6t National and Comprehensive
Multi-sectoral Strategic Plan for HIV / AIDS:
Strengthening coordination mechanisms
Resource mobilization
Integration of HIV/ AIDS response in the health sector
Decentralization of responses to HIV/AIDS at the sub-national level.
Before concluding, we will summarize the results of the conference and
the next steps, presented by Dr. Tep Navuth, Director of the Department
of Planning, Monitoring, Evaluation and Research.
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Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen!

I am confident that our conference will bring new knowledge, skills, and
experience from the practical implementation of our members, that can be taken to
increasingly improve and implement HIV/AIDS response programs in their
ministries, institutions, capitals, and provinces.

Lastly, I would like to wish Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, National and
International guests good health and strength to actively participate in discussions

and achieve the results as planned.

I would like to announce the opening of the "Annual Conference of the
National AIDS Authority 2023" from now on.

Thank you.



