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HE Chhay Than, Senior Minister and Minister of Planning

H.E Tia Phalla, vice chair of the National AIDS Authority,

HE Lo Vesna Kiri, Secretary General, Ministry of Health,

Ms. Patricia Ongpin, Country Director of UNAIDS

Ms. Alissar Chake Resident Representative of UNDP

Ms. Hannah Marqusee, USAID’s Senior Health Financing and HIV Advisor

Dr.Sok Bunna, HIV/AIDS Program Specialist , USAID.

Excellency .... National Social Protection Council of Ministry of Economy and Finance
Excellencies and Lok Chumteav, Director of Provincial Health Departments

Dr Ouk Vichea, Director of NCHADS.

Mr. Seum Sophal, Deputy Director of the HIV network in Cambodia.

.Representatives of Civil Society Organisations, Key People and People Living with HIV

Today, on behalf of the National AIDS Authority and on my own behalf, | am very pleased
and thankful to Your Excellencies, Lok Chumteav, Ladies and Gentlemen, Representatives of
Ministries, Government Institutions, Civil Society Organizations, Representatives of Key
Populations and PLHIV for your participation in the workshop on Launching on Procedure of
integration of PLHIV in the ID Poor system in Cambodia today at Cambodiana Hotel.

First, I would like to express my special thanks to HE Chhay Than, Senior Minister and
Minister of Planning for political support to integrate all PLHIV in the ID Poor system in
Cambodia. My gratitude to HE Keo Ouly, Director General of the ID Poor Department of




Ministry of Planning and to GI1Z, USAID , UNDP and UNAIDS for technical and financial
support to set up the Procedure for integrating all PLHIV individuals at all ART sites throughout
the country.

Today, Senior Officials of concerned Ministries, Director of health departments of all
provinces and cities, Development Partners and Representatives from the civil society
organizations and especially the representatives of PLHIV and Key Populations have been
invited to witness the RGC Commitment in leaving No People Living with HIV Behind while
accessing health services in all public health facilities in Cambodia.

Excellencies, Lok Chumteavs, Ladies and Gentlemen
Before moving to the topic of the social protection, let me update the progress of the
achievement and the response to AIDS in Cambodia.

e Against the UNAIDS 95-95-95 targets, Cambodia has made significant progress
against those targets with 1) Eighty-four percent of PLHIV know their status 2)
Among those who know their status, 99% are on treatment, and 3) among those on
treatment, 97% are virally suppressed.

Among the countries in the Asia and the Pacific we are the second country on the
first 95 and the first country on the second 95.

As Cambodia is moving to sustaining the response to HIV and AIDS, | am pleased
to inform you that Royal Government of Cambodia has earmarked USD 15 million
for the next Global Fund funding cycle as co-financing for HIVV/AIDS programs
from 2024 to 2026.

On social protection and HIV response

a. At global level we have been applying the three Zero Principle zero new HIV
infections, zero discrimination, zero AIDS-related deaths. In 2021, the United
Nations through UNGASS has been calling all the country to the end the
inequalities that are preventing people from benefitting from HIV services and
ensure that we get on-track to ending AIDS by 2030.

At the country level

On HIV response, Samdach Aka Moha Sena Padei Techo Hun Sen Prime
Minister calls on all compatriots at national and sub-national level to join the
Royal Government of Cambodia in a national movement (from head to toes) to
the end AIDS by 2025.

The National AIDS Authority has been engaging stakeholders from health and
non-health sector to contribute in ending AIDS. The strategy 3 of the National
Strategic Plan for comprehensive and multi-sectoral response to HIV and AIDS
2019-2023 is to Improve access to social protection mechanisms and social
services for people living with HIV (PLHIV).

From the vision of the National Social Protection Policy Framework 2016-2025
which include inclusiveness, effectiveness, and financial sustainability as a tool
to reduce and prevent poverty, vulnerability and inequality, the representative of




the National Social Protection has been appointed to be a member for the
National AIDS Authority since 2021.

In 2021, 2500 of PLHIV households have been benefitted from emergency cash
transfer program of COVID-19.

In February 2019 the Council of Ministers issued a sub-decree 213 with 6 points
policy measures. And the Policy Measure #2 calls Ministry of Health, Ministry
of Planning to prepare to determine and consider HIV carriers as a group of
vulnerable people who should receive equity fund care to secure health insure
and social protection.

With the support of LHSS/USAID the national AIDS Authority developed a tool
for monitoring the implementation of the 5 Policy Measures (Including Social
Protection) of the Council of Ministers.Social protection has been included in
the Community Led Monitoring of the Key Populations and PLHIV networks.
More importantly in the recent Mid-Term Review of Cambodia’s Strategic Plan
for HIV and STI Prevention and Care in the Health Sector 2021 — 2025 of
NCHADS all stakeholders agree to integrate social protection as a non-health
indicator of the national HIV M&E framework.

Excellencies, Lok Chumteavs, Ladies and Gentlemen

1. So far, responding to the call of Samdach Aka Moha Sena Padei Techo Hun Sen

Prime Minister’s call, the National AIDS Authority has been using inequalities lens
to reduce inequalities and confront disparities by applying 3 pillars, Leadership,
Partnership and Investment.
In this regard, | would like to inform you that the Royal Government is setting up
an Inter-ministerial Technical Working Group and Core Groups to draft a National
Policy to end AIDS in 2025 and a Sustainable HIV/AIDS Multi-sectoral Response
program for 2024-2028. This platform will allow stakeholders including civil
society organizations and KP/PLHIV networks to jointly develop a common, long-
term vision for a sustainable HIV and AIDS response.

. Today the Launch on the Procedure for integration of PLHIV in the ID Poor

system in Cambodia will allow PLHIV and Health Care workers working at all the
72 ART sites throughout the country to apply the people-centered approach, so that
individuals’ holistic health needs are met. Health Care workers who benefit from
health equity support of 74,000 PLHIV throughout the country could then improve
the quality of health services to meet not only the three 95-95-95 targets but also on
combination prevention, elimination of vertical transmission, Reproductive health,
preventive treatment for TB and other integrated health services.
In closing this remark, 1 would like to call on all participants attending the
Launching on Procedure of integration of PLHIV in the ID Poor system in
Cambodia today to focus on the poorest and most marginalized by supporting their
networks to benefit from Universal Health Coverage and Social Protection. In your
own provinces and cities try your best to strengthen the functionality of these KP/
PLHIV networks within the national and sub-national country system to close the
inequalities gaps and enhance strategic collaboration to fully leverage and synergize
the contributions to ending AIDS by 2025.




Thank You

- H.E, Lok Chumteav Deputy Chair of the NAA

- H.E, Lok Chumteav Chair of the Ministerial, Secretarial, provincial AIDS Committee and
Cambodia Red Cross

- H.E, Lok Chumteav, Ladies, Gentlemen and National and international guests

Today, | have great honor and pleasure to participate and lead “The first NAA plenary
meeting in 2022” after missing such direct gathering since mid 2019 due to the threat of CoVID-
19 that has caused serious political, public health, social and economic impact throughout the
world.

Till now, the CoVID-19 epidemic in Cambodia has been declined with great reduction that

is enable Cambodia to reopen country and economic moving ahead to almost normalization.

To reopen the country and economic, Cambodia receives enthusiasm from all our people and

appreciation from all institutions. Even though the CoVID-19 is not completely eradicated, the
success of Cambodia to control such epidemic disease clearly show the highly effective
leadership of the Royal Government of Cambodia lead by Samdech Akka Moha Sena Padei
Techo HUN SEN.

Under the talented leadership of Samdech Techo, Cambodia is recognized as great country
in the world where the CoVID-19 is under control through highest rate of vaccination coverage
to population. At the same time, during the last two years, although facing disaster causing by
the CoVID-19 epidemic, Cambodia was still kept stable macro-economic and strong social

well-being. On behalf of the NAA plenary meeting, | would congratulate such great result and




express our great gratitude to Samdech Techo who leads us away from CoVID-19 disaster. As

evidence, Cambodia has no new CoVID-19 transmission during the past two months.

H.E, Lok Chumteav, Ladies and Gentlemen
On behalf of the NAA and myself, | would like to express warm welcome and great

thanks to all H.E, Lok Chumteav, Ladies, Gentlemen and National and international guests who
contribute their value time to participate in this first NAA plenary meeting. At once, | would
like to express my great thanks to all ministries and institutions at national and sub-national
levels and partner organizations who try all the best participating actively in HIV and AIDS
response fruitfully and proudly. Based on UNAIDS report published in 2021, the AIDS
treatment coverage in Cambodia is the higuest among countries in Asia Pacific, Thailand, China
and Vietname. We have to join hand in hand to identify more PLHIV (12000) who are still

missing treatment in order to achieve 95-95-95 by 2025. At the same time, we have to do our

best to implement notice number 213 S.C.N.SS dated 21% February 2019 on 6 measures to

strengthen country system to response multi-sectorally to HIV and AIDS to shortly achieve the
sustainable AIDS program in Cambodia.

NAA would like to express our great value to ministry of economic and finance that
provides support to our national policy through national procedure for the use of national budget
at the sub-national level and to provide national budget to support AIDS work to related
ministries and institutions at appropriat amount that is necessary to achieve AIDS ending by
2025,

H.E, Lok Chumteav, Ladies and Gentlemen
I would like to inform the meeting that referencing to 2022 work plan, the first NAA
plenary meeting is organized to review together the progress, effectiveness and achievment of
the first 6 months AIDS response in 2022 and to collect and discuss on some inputs and
recommendations through participation from H.E, Lok Chumteav, Ladies and Gentlemen
presented here today.
According to agenda, we have three presentation as the following:
. The presentation on the progres report on the implementation of the strategic plan V made
by H.E. Dr Chhim Khnin Dareth, NAA General Secretary
. The presentation on the sub-decree draft of the HIV universal precaution made by H.E. Dr
Chhim Khnin Dareth, NAA General Secretary




3. The presentation on the AIDS ending coordination by 2025 made by H.E.Dr Tea Phalla,
Deputy Chair of NAA

Then, we jointly discuss and release the decision made by the first NAA plenary meeting in
2022,

H.E, Lok Chumteav, Ladies and Gentlemen

I would like to take this opportunity to draw your’s attention that we have joined a jurney
with clear vision and concret exspectation toward ending AIDS in a short period of time. We
all hope that due to strong comittment and political support from Samdech Akka Moha Sena
Padei Techo HUN SEN, Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Cambodia, together, we build
sustainability of HIV and AIDS multi-sectoral response from all national and international
entities, development partners, civil societies, private sectors and particularly the PLHIV
network. Collectively, we create one leading, managing and facilitating organization with one

highly effective national monitoring and evaluation system.

H.E, Lok Chumteav, Ladies and Gentlemen

I have strong expectation that the result from this meeting is significantly important to

technecal boeard who could apply the HIV and AIDS response in the next 6 months in 2022

based on the recommendation and decision made and adopted by the first NAA plenary meeting

in the coming hours.

To save more time for the presentation, discussion, comment sharing and work

experience from NAA members, | am glade to end my opening speech at this moment.

I would like to wish H.E, Lok Chumteav, Ladies and Gentlemen healthy, strong and
talented to participate in the discussion successfully to meet the planed objectives.

I would like to declare “The first NAA plenary meeting” opened.

Thanks!




