A Brief Report on HIV and AIDS Prevention and Situation in Cambodia
by H.E. Senior Minister leng Moly, Chair of the National AIDS Authority
on World AIDS Day, December 1, 2022
under the theme “Ensuring Equality”

Chaktomuk Conference Hall, December 1, 2022

- His Excellency Deputy Prime Minister Ke Kim Yan, Chairman of the National
Authority for Combating Drugs

- Excellencies, Lok Chumteavs, Senators, Parliamentarians and Members of the Royal
Government

- Excellencies, Lok Chumteavs, Ladies and Gentlemen, Representatives of all Ministries,
Institutions, National and International Organizations

Today, on behalf of the top management of the National AIDS Authority, I am
honored and pleased to host the World AIDS Day of December 1, 2022 under the
theme “Ensuring Equality” auspiciously held at the moment.

First of all, I would like to express my sincere respect to His Excellency Deputy Prime
Minister Ke Kim Yan, Chairman of the National Authority for Combating Drugs, High
Representative of Samdech Akka Moha Sena Padei Techo Hun Sen, Prime Minister of
the Kingdom of Cambodia, and Samdech Kittiprittbandit Bun Rany Hun Sen,
President of the Cambodian Red Cross and National Outstanding Champion on
HIV/AIDS of the Joint United Nations Program on HIV/AIDS and the Asia Pacific
Leadership Forum (APLF). This has shown the Government's commitment to the fight
against HIV/AIDS in Cambodia which is a key factor in determining its continued
success in bringing recognition and admiration from the national and international
community.

Every year, the National AIDS Authority regularly organizes the World AIDS Day on
December 1st in order to demonstrate the Government’s strong commitment to the
tight against HIV and AIDS, recall support for people living with HIV (PLHIV),
commemorate the tragedy of those who have died of AIDS, and remind people across
the country to remember about the dangers of HIV infection so that we all can work
together to eradicate the disease and contribute to the development of humanity. To
this day, HIV and AIDS continue to remain a public health threat.

For more than two decades of its mission in the fight against HIV and AIDS, Cambodia
has always been in line with the United Nations policies and strategic goals, including
three-zero policies in 2020 (zero new HIV infections, zero stigma and discrimination,
and Zero AIDS related death). This strategic goal has been put in the Fifth National
Strategic Plan for a Comprehensive and Multisectoral Response to HIV and AIDS
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(NSP V) in 2019-2023, in line with the Rectangular Strategy Phase 4 and the Royal
Strategic Development Plan 2019-2023 of the Royal Government of Cambodia.

In 2017, UNAIDS recognized that Cambodia had achieved its 90-90-90 target ahead of
schedule. In addition, beyond the commitment of the world, Cambodia has made its
ambitious commitment to end the HIV epidemic by 2025—five years before the global

goal, in the hope of building a new HIV-free generation. To do that, we must achieve
the 95-95-95 target by 2025 and leave no one behind.

However, the inequality that has continued to spread with PLHIV is not yet
eliminated, which is one of the obstacles that is holding back progress towards ending
AIDS, promoting participatory solutions both regionally and globally.

Under the theme “Ensuring Equality,” we call and encourage everyone of us to work
together towards real action needed in addressing inequality by increasing the
availability of quality services such as consultation, testing, care, and treatment to all
PLHIV, regardless of their race or color. To address stigma and discrimination against
PLHIV, the legal, policy, intervention, and implementation measure reforms will be
strongly supported by the community.

Data from UNAIDS has shown that the global HIV response over the last two years
during the COVID-19 pandemic, along with other global crises, has indicated that the
progress in the fight against HIV and AIDS has continued to decline and millions of
people are at risk.

Economic, social, cultural, and legal inequalities are some of the priority issues that
should be addressed in the future, as inequalities will cause risk for everyone. In fact,
an end to AIDS can only be achieved unless we work together to address inequality.
World leaders must act courageously and responsibly, and all of us everywhere must
do our best to address the inequalities that will be led by national institutions and by
communities.

|II

“We can end AIDS only if we end the ongoing inequality
Excellencies, Lok Chumteavs, ladies and gentlemen!

Presently, HIV and AIDS response in Cambodia is carried out with the participation
of all stakeholders aligned with the highest recommendations of Samdech Techo
Prime Minister, in which Cambodia has been proudly succeeded so far.

On this special occasion, I would like to inform all attendees about the status of the
epidemic and the achievements that have been made in the response to HIV and AIDS
as follows:
e According to the 2021 summary data of NCHADS and UNAIDS in Cambodia,
the estimated total number of PLHIV is approximately 74,000, in which those
who receiving HIV services are 64,188.
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The prevalence of PLHIV from 15-49 years old is 0.6%.

The estimated number of new infections is 1,100 and the number of deaths is
the same, with an estimated 77% of new infections being key populations and
their partners.

The people at risk group are still high, with the prevalence of 4.9% for EW (IBBS
2021) and 4% for MSM (IBBS 2019).

The ART to HIV-positive pregnant women has also increased steadily from
56% in 2010 to about 99% in 2019.

Reports on external stigma and discrimination have decreased, especially from
46% in 2010 to 2% in 2019 and 14% in verbal abuse in 2010 to around 2% in
2019. But self-stigma, especially shame, remains a concern with the rate of
71.5% in 2010 to 62.7% in 2019 (Result of the Study of Stigma Index 2.0 2019).
The cascade results of HIV and AIDS response in 2021 shown that 84% of
PLHIV known about their condition, of which 99% HIV-positive people are
aware of their condition and have received ART, and 97% of HIV-positive
patients who received ART had viral suppressed. Therefore, comparing the 95-
95-95 target on ending AIDS by 2025, we have only one goal that has not yet
been achieved.

Excellencies, Lok Chumteavs, ladies, and gentlemen!

To achieve this, we need to work together to reduce barriers that prevent people from
accessing prevention services and prevent PLHIV from accessing medical care. To
make these interventions successful and to ensure a long-term sustainable HIV and
AIDS response, the National AIDS Authority has set out a number of key strategies
including:

Work with the Ministry of Interior to develop standard HIV response activities
in commune/sangkat development plan, commune/ sangkat investment plan,
and safe village/commune policies so that communes/sangkats can help find
HIV cases and transfer them to care and treatment service, coordination, enable
environment and provide social support to the families of poor PLHIV.

Work with the Ministry of Planning to provide ID of poor families to additional
poor PLHIV for them to receive benefits in health care and social support.
Work with relevant ministries and institutions to further promote the
dissemination of relevant laws and increase education to prevent HIV infection
among high-risk populations, youth, employees of enterprises, migrant
workers, and tourists.

Ensure the sustainability of HIV and AIDS response with participation of AIDS
committees at all levels in both national and sub-national levels to integrate
HIV and AIDS programs into the budget plan of ministries, institutions,
provinces, capitals and districts, and communes/sangkats.

Continue to ensure and identify target groups, high-risk populations, and
PLHIV as a priority who must be given the same rights and opportunities to
access health and social services as the general population in society.
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The three key components of the fight against HIV and AIDS that Cambodia has been
achieving so far include: 1) leadership and ownership, 2) partnership, and 3)
investment. In the leadership and ownership, the National AIDS Authority has been
leading a multi-sectoral coordination and response mechanism. At the same time, the
Royal Government of Cambodia has also introduced the six measures to ensure
sustainability in the fight against HIV and AIDS since February 2019. In connection
with the Global Fund program, the Ministry of Economy and Finance has been a
principal recipient since April 2018 up to the present.

In partnership, development partners such as UNAIDS, UNDP, WHO, NGOs and
civil societies have worked together to monitor the progress in the implementation of
the AIDS program. For this, we have seen the invaluable and tireless participation of
Samdech Kittiprittbandit Bun Rany Hun Sen, President of the Cambodian Red Cross
and National Outstanding Champion on HIV/AIDS of the Joint United Nations
Program on HIV/AIDS and the Asia Pacific Leadership Forum (APLF) in which
giving continuous support in budget, equipment, and spirit to poor people, affected
people, especially the people who are directly and indirectly affected by the spread of
HIV and AIDS across the country.

Taking this opportunity, I would like to call for more support from the Royal
Government of Cambodia, the Cambodian Red Cross and all development partners
to continue to increase their financial and technical support to sustain the
implementation of the NSP V toward successfully ending AIDS by 2025 and call on
all Cambodians to make a strong commitment to the National AIDS Authority as
follows:

e Young people should not prematurely engage in sex and should stay away
from drugs, which are the high-risk factors for HIV infection.

e All pregnant women should get HIV testing and if the result is positive, they
should immediately seek mother to child HIV transmission preventive services
from health centers or public hospitals nationwide.

e Those who have been exposed to HIV, should get HIV testing as urgently as
possible at health centers, public hospitals, or civil society organizations to get
timely care and treatment services.

e Those who know that they are HIV-positive should ask for immediate medical
attention and adhere to the prescription by doctors so that their health do not
deteriorate and avoid HIV resistance to antiretroviral drugs, which is the cause
of death.

e Those who test positive for HIV must not transmit HIV to others.

e Consider PLHIV as victims who must participate in eliminating all forms of
discrimination and stigma and must provide support in all possible ways.

e Allresponses to PLHIV must be based on the principles of equity, equality and
human rights.

Once again, on behalf of the National AIDS Authority, I would like to express my

deepest gratitude to Samdech Akka Moha Sena Padei Techo Hun Sen, Prime Minister
of the Kingdom of Cambodia, and Samdech Kittiprittpandit Bun Rany Hun Sen,
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President of the Cambodian Red Cross for providing political and strategic support in
HIV and AIDS response, especially by increasing the national budget each year so that
the National AIDS Authority can expand its strategic activities on a regular basis. At
the same time, I would like to call on national, international organizations, civil
societies, the private sector, and the network of PLHIV to further join with the
National AIDS Authority in all activities, in terms of physical, intellectual, and
financial resources for expanding HIV and AIDS interventions towards complete
elimination.

Before concluding, I would like to express my deep gratitude to AIDS Committees at
all levels, the United Nations, Bilateral and Multilateral Development Partners, the
Global Fund, Civil Society, the private sector, and the artists who are goodwill
ambassadors, PLHIV network, KP network, and all young people as well as the
general public who have been actively contributing to the proud achievements made
by Cambodia.

I would like to extend my best wishes to His Excellency Deputy Prime Minister
Ke Kim Yan, Chairman of the National Authority for Combating Drugs with good
health, strength, and wisdom to take part in leading Cambodia to continue to improve
the HIV and AIDS response, under the wise leadership of Samdech Techo Hun Sen,
Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Cambodia.

I would like to wish Excellencies, Lok Chumteavs, ladies and gentlemen, diplomats,
Development Partners, national and international guests, and all of attendees with the

four gems of Buddha blessings—longevity, nobility, health, and strength.

Thank you!
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