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- My respect to the whole ceremony,

- Dr. Khin Cho Win Htin, Strategic Information Adviser UNAIDS country office in
Cambodia,

- Mr. John Eyres, Director of office for Public Health and Education, the United States
Agency for International Development, USAID/Cambodia,

- Excellencies and Lok Chumteavs of the ceremony presidency,

- Excellencies and Lok Chumteavs, chairs of the Provincial and Phnom Penh City
AIDS Committees,

- Excellencies, Lok Chumteavs, Ladies, and Gentlemen, representatives of all the
ministries, institutions, and national and international organizations,

Today, on behalf of the National AIDS Authority and in my own name, | am
extremely honored and delighted to preside over the dissemination the official use of the
“Fifth National Strategic Plan for Comprehensive and Multi-Sectoral Response to HIV and
AIDS 2019-2023.

Excellencies, Lok Chumteavs, Ladies, and Gentlemen,

The “Fifth National Strategic Plan for Comprehensive and Multi-Sectoral Response to
HIV and AIDS 2019-2023” to be put officially into use shortly is another achievement,
displaying the Royal Government of Cambodia’s strong political will towards achieving the
95-95-95 targets and ending the threat posed by HIV/AIDS by 2025 under the wise
leadership of Samdech Akka Moha Sena Padei Techo Hun Sen, Prime Minister of the
Kingdom of Cambodia, and active comprehensive and multi-sectoral participation of the
national and international institutions, development partners, civil society, private sector,
people living with HIV, and key population.

Taking this momentous opportunity, |1 would like to thank profoundly Excellencies,
Lok Chumteavs, Ladies, and Gentlemen, who all are the members of the National AIDS
Authority at national or subnational levels as well as national and international organizations,
for their active technical and financial contribution to formulating this national strategy,
making it materialize in line with Samdech Techo Hun Sen’s call for the joining as a single
national movement at both national and subnational levels in the response to end HIV/AIDS
by 2025 by, especially, standing on the principle of “Stakeholders Dynamic Participation”
enshrined in the Royal Government of Cambodia’s Rectangular Strategic Plan.



As activists at all levels, we should be proud of the progress, effectiveness, and
achievements that our Cambodia attained successfully in the past in response to HIV/AIDS,
under the leadership, management, and coordination of the National AIDS Authority and
AIDS Committees at national and subnational levels, through implementing the “Three Ones
Principle” highly effectively to the point that Cambodia was recognized internationally,
specifically, by the UNAIDS in 2017 as one of the seven countries worldwide, such as the
United Kingdom, Island, Denmark, Sweden, Singapore, and Botswana, which reached the
90-90-90 targets ahead of schedule.

Excellencies, Lok Chumteavs, Ladies, and Gentlemen,

By 2020, Cambodia has already attained the 90-90-90 targets. Therefore, Cambodia
shall keep moving forwards towards another new goal, meaning the 95-95-95 targets by
2025. This is why we have joined hands to continue mapping out our five-year strategic plan
to be used as a long-term comprehensive, cover-all, and inclusive road guide, specifically to
comply persistently with the Rectangular Strategic Plan Phase IV of the Royal Government
of Cambodia, whose resolve to combat and prevent the spread of HIV/AIDS is announced in
Notification Sor Chor Nor Sor Sor 213 dated February 21, 2019 of the Council of Ministers
Office.

The Fifth National Strategic Plan for Comprehensive and Multi-Sectoral Response to
HIV and AIDS is also devised with a common vision to do away with HIV/AIDS by 2025 by
leaving no Cambodian citizens to be HIV/AIDS victims. It is also in the ardent hope of
building a new generation of humanity without HIV/AIDS, with the following four specific
objectives:

1. To ensure the incorporation of intervention in the fight against HIV/AIDS, based on
scientific evidence through multi-sectoral coordination approaches;

2. To integrate the care and treatment program for the people living with HIV and AIDS
patients into the health system so as to achieve an effective and sustainable response;

3. To step up accessibility to social protection and services for those living with HIV and
AIDS patients, and

4. To scale up national and international budgets to support the provision of key services
rendered by civil society organizations in order to strengthen the sustainability of
HIV/AIDS response.

With each objective, this strategy also distinctly highlights and identifies the key
activities to be implemented to ensure the geographical coverage of the comprehensive
services for target groups as well.

Excellencies, Lok Chumteavs, Ladies, and Gentlemen,

Now that we all have already had in hand the “Fifth National Strategic Plan for
Comprehensive and Multi-Sectoral Response to HIV and AIDS 2019-2023,” we shall
continue joining hands to mobilize utilizing the plan to the fullest through translating it into
action-in agreement with work mandates of ministries and institutions at national and



subnational levels, national and international partners, and civil society organizations--to be
implemented throughout the country.

We all are aware that at present and into the future, the world, including Cambodia, is
facing and will face high challenges caused by COVID-19, which has been severely affecting
the national and world economies and the budget for the implementation of this strategic
plan. For this reason, | would like to call for comprehensive and multi-sectoral participation
in mobilizing support and resources and utilizing the limited resources right to target highly
effectively, in which indispensable is the forum for coordination from the National AIDS
Authority and AIDS Committees at national and subnational levels.

Therefore, | am in the firm belief that even though we face the resources problem
during this COVID-19 crisis, we still definitely have the ability to achieve the 95-95-95
targets should we work to respond together under one coordination body, one strategic plan,
and one monitoring and evaluation system.

As a matter of fact, in 2019, the UNAIDS announced its recognition that Cambodia
had achieved 84-100-96 of the 95-95-95 targets, set by the Royal Government to be reached
by 2025. Therefore, the key task at this point in time is that we all shall strive collectively to
seek all means in order to achieve the first 95 target 100% or 95% as set.

Besides, our objective now is to achieve the target of having no more than 360 new
infected people per year or one person per day and no more than 1,000 deaths per year or
three persons per day.

In addition, we shall continue joining hands to attain the four objectives of the Fifth
National Strategic Plan for Comprehensive and Multi-Sectoral Response to HIV and AIDS
2019-2023 through highly effective the Sor Chor Nor 231, which has defined the six
measures as follows:

1. The National AIDS Authority cooperates with the Ministry of Interior and the
Ministry of Economy and Finance to provide separate budget packages for the
implementation of the integration of HIV/AIDS work into the five-year
commune/sangkat development plan and the three-year rolling commune/sangkat
investment program.

2. The Ministry of Health and the Ministry of Planning identify and treat people living
with HIV as a vulnerable group that shall be provided with the equity card to ensure
their access to health care and social protection.

3. The Ministry of Health and the Ministry of Economy and Finance cooperate to make
adjustment and preparation of rules and procedures for the provision of budget
packages to operational districts, referral hospitals, and health centers so they will
have their own funds for the HIVV/AIDS response work.

4. The Office of the Council of Ministers, the Ministry of Interior, and the National
AIDS Authority acknowledge the key roles played by the civil society organizations
in HIV/AIDS response and continue to support their involvement, through providing
them with government funds according to national budget possibilities.



5. The Supreme National Economic Council studies the budget space to ensure the
implementation of the Royal Government’s commitment to ending the AIDS issue by
2025.

6. The Ministry of Health continues to strengthen human resources, procurement, drugs
and medical equipment supply, and information system to integrate the response to
the spread of HIVV/AIDS more effectively in order to ensure sustainability.

Once again, | would like extend my thanks to all the female and male members of the
National AIDS Authority at all levels and national and international organizations for their
active participation in the formulation of this strategic plan, under the preparation and
coordination arranged by the NAA Secretary General. Especially, | would also like to thank
the UNAIDS, USAID, PEPFAR, HP+, and Global Fund for their financial support as well.

And finally, | wish Excellencies, Lok Chumteavs, Ladies, and Gentlemen,
representatives of the national and international organizations, present at this dissemination
ceremony, the four germs of Buddhist blessing: longevity, nobility, healthiness, and strength
and declare the official launch of the “Fifth National Strategic Plan for Comprehensive and
Multi-Sectoral Response to HIV and AIDS 2019-2023” from this time forth.

Thank you!



