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Senior Minister His Excellency leng Mouly, Chair of the National AIDS Authority, on the
Opening of forum debating on Promoting Girls for a Bright Future

Phnom Penh Sokha Hotel, October 24, 2019

- My respects to the whole ceremony,
- Excellencies and Lok Chumteavs, representatives of ministries and institutions,

- Excellencies, Lok Chumteavs, ladies, gentlemen, and misses, distinguished national and
international guests,

Today, | am extremely honored and glad to preside and present a speech to open the significant
“forum for Promoting Girls for a Bright Future.”

Availing myself of this magnificent opportunity, 1 would like to inform Excellencies, Lok
Chumteavs, ladies, and gentlemen of the situation pertaining to the spread of HIVV/AIDS in respect of
the vulnerability of girls and young women and what the state institutions, private sector, and civil
society should join hands to prevent in order to address challenges facing girls and young women,
while we all have taken part in attaining the goal of the Royal Government towards ending AIDS, a
threat to public health, by 2025.

I would like at first to thank the AIDS Healthcare Foundation (AFH) for its initiative to promote girls
for a bright future in Cambodia. | would also like to thank the Department of Education, Youth, and
Sport of the Ministry of Women’s Affairs and the UN Women Entity as well.

The initiative of the campaign constitutes a contribution to reduce the social, economic, and health
vulnerabilities of 61% of the four million HIV-infected girls, aging from 15 to 24, worldwide. The
purpose of this crusade is to provide rights and power to millions of girls and young women
throughout the world, most of them facing poverty, sexual violence, and sexual and reproductive
right abuse, thereby enabling them to attend school, make choices, and better manage their physical
and emotional health.

Over the past 15 years, the world community, like Cambodia, has made noteworthy progress in
improving the lives of girls in their childhood. In 2015, girls, in the first 10 years of their lives, were
more likely to enroll in primary school and acquire major vaccinations and might be vulnerable to
health and nutritional problems less than those of previous generations, except for people in the Pol
Pot epoch.

Nonetheless, there has been no sufficient investment in addressing challenges of those girls when
they are over 10 years of age. The problems include receiving quality secondary and tertiary
educations, evading child marriage, accessing adult-and reproductive-health information and



services, and self-protecting from unwanted pregnancy, sexual transmitted diseases, and sexual
violence.

Excellencies, Lok Chumteavs, ladies, gentlemen, and misses,
According to the results of the 2014 Cambodian demographic and health survey:

e The proportion of women and girls of 15 years old and over used to suffer physical, sexual, or
emotional violence inflicted by a current or former partner over the last 12 months was 30.8
%.

e The proportion of women and girls of 15 years old and over used to suffer physical violence
inflicted by a current or former partner over the last 12 months was 17.9%.

e The proportion of women and girls of 15 years old and over used to suffer emotional violence
inflicted by a current or former partner over the last 12 months was 24.8 %.

e The proportion of women and girls of 15 years old and over used to suffer sexual violence
inflicted by a current or former partner over the last 12 months was 5.5 %.

As regards the response to HIV/AIDS, Cambodia has striven to make remarkable progress in
trimming down the prevalence rate of HIV on adults (aged 15 to 49) from 1.7% in 1998 to just 0.8%
in 2010 and 0.5% in 2019. Since 2010, new HIV transmission has dropped by 62%, with
approximately 880 new cases in 2018, and AIDS-related deaths have fallen by 48% to around 1,300
persons in 2018.

As for the data corroborating this progress and success, we still do not possess precise and detailed
information about the vulnerability of girls and young women. Among the 100,000 people who have
lost their lives due to AIDS since the 1990s and among the 73,000 people or so currently living with
HIV, we do not know the exact number of young women who have suffered physical, sexual, and
emotional violence inflicted by a current or previous partner.

Aside from direct, there is also indirect pressure that puts girls and women at risk of HIV. For
instance, there are now about over 30,000 women working at entertainment establishments where the
HIV rate was 2.3% in 2016. However, independent women had an HIV rate of even up to 11.85%.
The rate of condoms used with customers was 86%, but with regular partners, it was just 27%.

Excellencies, Lok Chumteavs, ladies, gentlemen, and misses,

The Royal Government considers the elimination of violence against women a priority program that
all the state institutions, private sector, and civil society have to join hands to implement strictly in
order to prevent and eliminate the viciousness and provide services to assist the victims in a timely
and effective fashion, towards attaining the sustainable development goal 2016-2030, where the 5
objective is to achieve gender equality and strengthen the courage of every woman and girl.

In light of the National Strategic Plan for comprehensive and multisectoral response to HIV and
AIDS 2019-2023, the National AIDS Authority adopts a number of principles that support the
campaign to promote girls for a bright future that consist mainly of people centered approach, gender
equality, sexual orientation, gender identity, and gender expression, SOGIE.



The second strategy of the 5" National Strategic Plan calls for close collaboration between
stakeholders to address the issues of HIV, sexual and reproductive health, rights, and universal health
coverage.

To address social, economic, and health determinants of vulnerability to HIV and AIDS and to
ensure various sustainable responses and developments as per Government Notification No. 213
SCN.SS dated February 21, 2019, the National AIDS Authority and related ministries are directed to
implement the six steps as follows:

1. To provide funds to local authorities to support the response to HIV and AIDS;

2. To offer social protection to people living with HIV;

3. To ensure packages of funds for operating districts, referral hospitals, and health centers to carry
out the response to HIV/AIDS;

4. To render support to civil society organizations;

5. To ensure budget space for responding to HIV/AIDS, and

6. To boost the effectiveness of the Ministry of Health by strengthening human resources,
procurement, and information systems.

The measures contained in the Royal Government’s Notification No. 213 SCN.SS are aimed at
reducing the direct and indirect HIV challenges as well as social and economic determinants.

The National AIDS Authority wishes to support the Ministry of Health, which has issued the
guideline on the implementation of pre-exposure prophylaxis in March 2019 and put it into practice
in Phnom Penh and some provinces. This, too, is another example of reducing the challenge of HIV.

Excellencies, Lok Chumteavs, ladies, gentlemen, and misses,

To have an active and fruitful forum debating on Promoting Girls for a Bright Future, | would like to
invite Excellencies, Lok Chumteavs, ladies, and gentlemen, the representatives of the state
institutions, private sector, and civil society, to join forces to combat HIV and help address the social,
economic, and health determinants in order to allow girls and young women to lead their lives away
from all forms of vulnerability and violence, thereby enabling of them all to acquire knowledge,
ability, self-confidence, and good health and to build themselves and their families to live in
harmony and glory.

Finally, I would like to thank the AIDS Healthcare Foundation (AHF) and the participants for having
successfully organized this Day. | would also like to wish the ceremony’s presidency and all the
national and international guests the four gems of Buddhist blessings--longevity, nobility,
healthiness, and strength--and declare open the “Day for Promoting Girls for a Bright Future” from
now on.

Thank you!



