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Excellencies and Lokchumteav

Ms. Marie-Odile Edmond, UNAIDS Country Director

Excellencies, Lokchumteav, Ladies and Gentlemen representatives of gover nment
Institutions, development partners and civil societies

Ladies and gentlemen consultants and experts

First of all, on behalf of the National AIDS Authority, I would like to express my
great pleasure to be invited to open the National Validation of Global Response
Progress Reporting 2015 in Cambodia today.

Excellencies, Ladies and gentlemen

Today the objective of the National Workshop on 2015 Global Response
Progress Reporting is to validate the updated data on HIV and AIDS response in
Cambodia. We will discuss on Indicators related to HIV and AIDS Program

You may know that Indicators are related to program and that the program
is related to policies and that the policies are linked to budget.

Let’s us start with Indicators

How many indicators do we need in the HIV and AIDS Program? In this regard,
May recall a quotes from Albert Einstein saying that “Everything that can be
counted does not necessarily count; everything that counts cannot necessarily be
counted” Albert Einstein).

We can recall that the report on the progress of HIV and AIDS response to the
UNAIDS is very important to inform us how far we are on road towards the
achievement of HIV and AIDS Program targets.

e Excellencies, Ladies and gentlemen may know that since 2011 UNAIDS
start to collect data from all countries in the world on 2 years basis. It was



call UNGASS data. Ten years later UNAIDS changes to GARPR data
(Global Response Progress Reporting).

e Between 2014 and 2013, HIV and AIDS reporting were done regularly
and on 2 years basis on. In 2013, UNAIDS required to member countries
to report it annually. Moreover, it is that there are some indications that
require semi-annual reports.

e Overall, there was 180 (or 93%) the country members which sent GARPR
against 102 (or 53%) in 2013.

On programs matters

* Excellencies, Ladies and gentlemen may know that our country is determined to
end new HIV infection by 2020. With this courageous decision, we are obliged to
moving 10 years faster than the world where new infection will expected to be
terminated by 2030.

* Thus Cambodia will be the first country in the region to attain 90-90-90 targets.
This means that 90% of people living with HIV who are aware of their HIV
status, 90% of people living with HIV did received ART treatment, and 90% of
those receiving ART treatment have their HIV suppressed.

On policy matters

* In general, we need data and information from the application to the
management and policy design. In 2015, we are not required to report the
National Commitment on Policy Instrument (NCPI).

¢ It is to remind that NCPI has been required to be reported on a regular yearly
basis since 2004.

On budget matters

* Your Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen may realize that external funding for

HIV and AIDS is gradually reduced. There are two main reasons for this budget

cut:

e (Cambodia is a country with a low rate of HIV prevalence among the general
population more than 1%.

e (Cambodia has a rising gross domestic product growth and the country is
gradually moving out of poverty.

* In this situation, the government actually earmarked a $ 3.7 million budget for
2015 to 2017 for contributing to ARV drug as a counterpart funding of the RGC
in addition to the Global Fund.



Along with GARPR reporting, it is reminded that National AIDS Expenditure (or
NASA) reporting has been requiring on 2years basis. However, we do not have a
secure funding to do this job which is due to the end of 2015.

Through this introductory remark, Excellencies, Ladies, Excellencies, Ladies may
see well how data is connected to programs, that program is related to policy and
that policies is depending on resources.

Nonetheless, may I call upon all participants in this workshop to contribute from
your sector in strengthening national monitoring and evaluation mechanisms for
harmonized and aligned responding on HIV and AIDS in the Cambodia. In this
regard, representatives of government institutions, development partners and
CSOs should work together in improving our GARPR reporting. We are looking
for your inputs so that we can have a comprehensive and quality data reporting.

In this regard, I would like to take your attention on two words, Data and
Information. What is the difference between these words? The difference is that
“You can have data without information, but you cannot have information without
data” . For the reporting of the progress on HIV and AIDS response, we need both
data and information. The inputs from Your Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen
on data and information for HIV and AIDS is well appreciated for the 2015
GARPR reporting.

In conclusion, I hope that Your Excellency, Ladies and Gentlemen, will provide
your advice and will contribute in feeling the gaps of the GARPR reporting which
the online subscription is due on 15 April 2015.

Once again, I would like to express my sincere thanks to Excellencies,
Lokchumteav, Ladies, and Gentlemen for your participation in this important
workshop. In the auspicious of Khmer New Year , may I wish all of you four
gems of Buddhist blessing—Ilongevity, nobility, healthiness and strength. I would
like to declare the Opening of National Workshop for Validating of 2015
Global Response Progress Reporting in Cambodia from now on.

Thank You.



