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- My respects to all venerable Buddhist monks;

- Their Excellencies the Members of the Royal Government, National Assembly, and
Senate;

- Their Excellencies the Ambassadors and Diplomats, ladies and gentlemen the national
and international guests, and

- Beloved Student nephews and nieces,

Today, I, as the highest representative of Samdech Decho Hun Sen, Prime Minister of the
Kingdom of Cambodia, have the greatest honor and pleasure to join Your Excellencies, Lok
Chumteav, and ladies and gentlemen the national and international guests to celebrate the most
significant and momentous World AIDS Day, 1 December 2016, coinciding with the resolute
effort in carrying out the task of fighting AIDS that has achieved proud successes one after
another by means of reducing the rate of new HIV transmission, the rate of AIDS-related death,
and the rate of discrimination against and contempt for new AIDS patients.

I wish to join His Excellency Senior Minister leng Mouly as well as leading officials and
public servants of the National AIDS Authority in this magnificent day and profoundly thank for
the participation of Your Excellencies, Lok Chumteav, ladies, gentlemen, and nephews and
nieces today.

Esteemed Excellencies, Lok Chumteav, ladies, gentlemen, and nephews and nieces,

Over the past 25 years, we have mobilized resources of approximately $700 million to
respond to HIV epidemic. Achievement scored in the past concerted fight against AIDS in
Cambodia has prevented tens of thousands of people from being infected with HIV, prolonged
the lifespan of tens of thousands of Cambodian people living with AIDS, and promoted the
quality of life of the families affected by HIV, providing them with hope to live on with dignity
and in equality with the Cambodian people in general in the Kingdom of Cambodia.

The progress, effectiveness, and achievements of the efforts in the fight against AIDS
that Cambodia has attained over the last two decades represent brilliant national success and,



especially, have been listed in world record, for our Cambodia has realized the 6™ Development
Goal with an award received from the United Nations in 2010.

Esteemed Excellencies, Lok Chumteav, ladies, gentlemen, and nephews and nieces,

In the wake of the remarkable success scored on the international arena, it is questioned
whether we can achieve our ambition in the process towards achieving the goal of
eradicating AIDS in the time span of 10 years. In this sense, so long as we are able to identify
circa 20,000 AIDS carriers so they will start treatment within the health system and so long as
we are able to reduce at least more than 300 cases of new HIV transmission annually by the end
of 2025, we can then reach our goal.

On this valuable occasion, I wish to recall that this year we celebrate the World AIDS
Day with a view to heightening the resolve to achieve the goal of halting HIV transmission by
2025 under the slogan: Early Blood Test, Early Treatment Towards Eradicating HIV.

Esteemed Excellencies, Lok Chumteav, ladies, gentlemen, and nephews and nieces,

The agenda of the fight against AIDS towards attaining the goal of halting HIV by 2015
is not that easy, especially in the new context where we should step up attention to ensure
effectiveness, efficiency, and sustainability. In addition, the last page on the fight against
HIV/AIDS over the next 10 years requires our resolute determination to join hands to overcome
all obstacles hindering our interventions, especially to strengthen human resources management
mechanism, mobilize local resources, and use new technologies and strategies with high sense of
responsibility, from the national down to subnational levels.

Taking the opportunity of celebrating this World AIDS Day, 1 December 2016, I wish to
present to the entire audience the following recommendations:

1. Mechanism Consolidation

e In my capacity as the high representative of Samdech Akka Moha Sena Padei Techo
Hun Sen, Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Cambodia, and in my own name, I wish
to solemnly state that the Royal Government of Cambodia, as a UN member, already
joined hands to prepare with the United Nations, at the UN General Assembly’s
Extraordinary High-Level Meeting on AIDS in New York in 2016, a new political
declaration on ending AIDS by 2030. Therefore, the campaign against AIDS
remains the Royal Government’s priority as specified in its Rectangular Strategic
Plan, Phase III. The National AIDS Authority is the sole entity acting for the Royal
Government in leading, managing, and coordinating the comprehensive and multi-
sectoral response to HIV/AIDS epidemic as indicated in the 4™ Comprehensive
National Strategic Plan for 2016-2020, specifically in implementing the Royal
Government’s seven-point policy introduced since November 2013.



The National AIDS Authority, development partners, and civil society should
consider seeking scenario to set forth the most effective and efficient intervention,
particularly in a context where overseas aid will be gradually reduced, right at the
time when our Cambodia is classified as a lower middle-income country. The
foremost point is that we should jointly search for any formulas to attain maximum
results from outside resources, whose sizes have thinned progressively.

2. Human Resources Management

e The Ministry of Health should ensure both the quantity and capability of human
resources as well as the possibility of energetically promoting combined activities
in the search for HIV/AIDS transmissions, particularly in the 16 high-priority
operating districts, including mainly the districts and khans in the royal capacity
of Phnom Penh and in the provinces of Siem Reap, Preah Sihanouk, Battambang,
Banteay Meanchey, and Kampong Cham.

e The Ministry of Health and territorial authorities should ready themselves to
heighten the capabilities of health staff members, including volunteers, in villages
and communes, in case development partners run out of possibilities of continuing
the support for civil society networks and key people whose number is up to
2,000 countrywide.

3. Local resources mobilization

To attain the goal of wiping out HIV by 2025, it is required to continue investment in
health sector, because keeping people in good health and workable is a sound
investment that will garner yields for our country through work productivity and
reduction of social welfare costs.

Accurately understanding that investment in response to HIV now will reap a slew of
benefits in the next five years is the main point in the decision to boost local
resources for response to HIV/AIDS.

The National AIDS Authority, Ministry of Health, entities involved, and
development partners should continue the possibility of assisting destitute AIDS
patients, enabling them to obtain quality health care services through Equity
Foundation and being registered as impoverished families.

The Royal Government will take stock of the possibility to boost financial
contribution for, such as purchasing more antiretroviral drugs after 2017.

4. Use of New Tactics and Technology

The National AIDS Authority, Ministry of Health, entities involved, and development
partners should take key decisions to select, for instance, priorities by focusing on
geographical areas where there are high-risk AIDS cases, put to rest a number of



inadequately effective interventions and strategies, and kick off some activities to
ensure effectiveness, efficiency, and sustainability in the fight against AIDS. In
particular, interventions should center on groups of high-risk key people, such as staff
members of entertainment establishments, gay men, drugs users, youths, immigrants,
and so forth.

e The National AIDS Authority, Ministry of Interior, Ministry of Health, National
Authority for Combating Drugs, and territorial authorities should join hands to
implement strategies that create supportive environment for the group of champions,
operating in districts, to move towards achieving the 90-90-90 goal by 2020.

e The National AIDS Authority, Ministry of Health, Cambodian Red Cross, Ministry of
Women’s Affairs, and entities involved should seek highly effective strategic political
interventions to move towards successfully achieving the complete eradication of the
mother-to-child HIV transmission by 2020.

e Starting December 2016, the Ministry of Health should devote effort to widen the
coverage of providing and receiving treatment services with antiretroviral drugs by
promoting the policy of providing treatment to all the AIDS patients, devoid of taking
into consideration the number of CD4 white blood cells. On top of this, the Ministry
of Health should continue to coordinate the integration of the response to HIV from
the national down to subnational levels as well.

Esteemed Excellencies, Lok Chumteav, ladies, gentlemen, and nephews and nieces,

Taking this opportunity, on behalf of the Royal Government and in my own name, I wish
to express high praise and appreciation to the National AIDS Authority, under the leadership of
His Excellency Ieng Mouly, and concerned ministries, entities, and partners for having exerted
efforts, with high resolve, to carry out the task of successfully fighting HIV in a difficult and
complicated situation abounding with scores of challenges.

I hope that the resolve to chart a future for AIDS-free people of the next generations and
ensure the dignified and glorious livelihood of every Cambodian people would be a factor to
spur each of us to take part bravely in assuming this invaluable social work, which is our own
responsibility in the last phase of response to HIV/AIDS and which is the role to played by each
of us under the slogan: “Early Blood Test, Early Treatment Towards Eradicating HIV.”

In conclusion, I would like to present all the meeting participants with the four gems of
Buddhist blessings: longevity, nobility, healthiness, and physical strength. May you all achieve

more new successes for the sake of the nation.

I wish to declare solemnly that “We All Are Resolved To Forge Ahead To Achieve
Halting HIV Transmission By 2025.”

Thank you!



