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1. Update on the current situation of HIV/AIDS program  
2. Sensitization on sustainability (concept and global experiences) 
3. Transition plan and preparedness assessment  
4. Sustainability Index and Dashboard   

 
Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen  
 

First of all, let me recall the speech of our Prime Minister Samdech Akka 
Moha Sena Padei Techo Hun Sen delivered at the U.N. General Assembly at 
the moment that the world is committed to move from Millennium 
Development Goal (MDG) to Sustainable Development Goals (SDG). 
Samdech Techo pinpointed out that “Over the past two decades, Cambodia 
has made remarkable transformations, especially in securing full peace, 
strong political stability and improved public security, with high economic 
growth averaging 7.7 percent per annum and that our country becomes a 
lower middle income country in 2016.” At one point, in a meeting (  on 6 
December 2014) with Mr Steve Kraus the  Head of UNAIDS Asia Pacific 
Region Samdech Techo emphasized that everybody and every sector needs to 
get involved in HIV and AIDS response.  
 
Besides, I would like also to take this opportunity to inform you that by the 
end of 2017 (or more than two decades) around 800 MUSD has been 
mobilized of HIV and AIDS response.  
 
Cambodia’s HIV response is one of the world’s success stories; having 
reversed its HIV epidemic, the country is now close to achieving universal 
access to HIV treatment. 
  
Cambodia has reached this point as a result of strong political commitment, 
community engagement and high levels of financial and technical support, 
over more than two decades, from development partners. However, the 
overall external funding envelope for the HIV response is shrinking, and 
there is concern that Cambodia’s growing economy, reflected in its new 
lower-middle-income status, will make it increasingly less eligible for Official 
Development Assistance (ODA).  
 
In recognition of this, the RGC has committed to a more strategic use of 
available resources while preparing to assume an increasing share of the 
financial burden of the response. Already, targeted strategies, more efficient 
service delivery models and greater synergies within and between public and 
community health systems have contributed to an overall decline in AIDS 
expenditure since 2010. During this transition period, however, continued, 
predictable funding will be needed to sustain and build on the public health 
gains made to date.  
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Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen 
 
Let us examine the commitment and efforts of the RGC in the transition 
period response to HIV and AIDS.   
 

1. Referring to the last National AIDS Spending Assessment (NASA) 
report it is acknowledged that the RGC contributes 8.2 M USD (or 
18.5%) of total funding AIDS expenditure in 2015.  
 

2. From Government Donor Joint Technical Working, one of the last Joint 
Monitoring Indicators is the commitment of the RGC to pledge a 
funding up to 11 M USD in 2017 and 12 M USD in 2018.   

 

3. The RGC has been committed $3.7 million USD to contribute to the 
purchase of ARVs and drugs to treat opportunistic infections (OIs) 
from 2015 to 2017, and Cambodia will further contribute $4.5 million 
for 2018-2020 for the purchase of these drugs.  

 

4. Through Ministry of Economic and Finance, the RGC agrees to co-
finance 5.2 M USD attract the full support of 41,6M USD proposal of 
the GFATM for 2018-2020. 
 

5. Moreover, the National AIDS Authority has been advocating for 
multi-sectoral support to HIV and AIDS response where NAA 
members were told to prepare their own budget in their respective 
Public Investment Plan (PIP) in the last NAA meeting in Kampong 
Thom ( 6 July 2017).  

 

6. Beyond funding commitment, remarkable institutional engagement 
has been observed with the acceptance of Ministry of Economic and 
Finance to consider the Chairmanship of CCC and to play the role as 
Principal Recipient along with the acceptance of MOH to play 
coordinating role (as Lead Implementing Team ) of the upcoming 
GFATM grant for 2018-2020. More importantly, MOEF’s SOP will be 
used to replace the GFATM’s ones.  

 

7. With the support of Ministry of Planning, NAA has been coordinating 
efforts for the inclusion of HIV and AIDS in ID Poor starting with 8 
provinces in 2016.  This is an opening the door to a systematic social 
protection support (including Health Equity Fund) to greatest need 
HIV affected households and to Key Populations in urban areas.  

 

8. To support the decentralization efforts, I would like to inform you that 
the National AIDS Authority plan to develop a SOP for incorporating 
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HIV and AIDS in the CDP/CIP (Commune Development Plan/ 
Commune Investment Plan).  

I would like to reiterate that these efforts aim at enhancing our capacity to 
own our response by increasing synergies and financial efficiencies with a 
stronger support the country system.  
 
Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen  
 
From this consultative Workshop, we will learn on the update situation of 
HIV response in Cambodia. We will understand the concept of sustainability 
and grasp the experiences of sustainable response to HIV and AIDS in 
developing countries. We will provide inputs to the development of road map 
of the priority actions to be taken to address the major risks to sustainability 
enabling us to create a smooth pathway for transition. 
  
I am calling to all workshop participants to work together on updating key 
areas of SID and jointly analyze them while looking forward for opportunity 
to overcome emerging challenges.  
 
In concluding my speech, I would like to inform all of you that I would like to 
learn back from this forum. Especially I would like to know what would be 
the scenarios in mediating remarkable reduction of external support beyond 
2020? I know that currently around 2,000 grass-root volunteers are searching 
the remaining 12, 000 PLHIV who have not been admitted to the health 
system. And those volunteers are serving the most needed PLHIV and Key 
Populations who are currently in the health system. What will happen to 
those grass-roots volunteers if there is no more support from development 
partners for them? 
 
I would like to congratulate USG/PEPFAR and UNAIDS for taking this 
initiative to enable key stakeholders to get involved in this important 
dialogue. 
 
 I would like to wish Excellencies, Lokchumteav, Ladies, Gentlemen and all 
participants with the four gems of Buddhist blessing—longevity, nobility, 
healthiness and strength. I would like to declare the Opening of 
“Consultative Workshop on Sustainability of National HIV/AIDS 
Response in Cambodia“ from now on. 
 

Thank You. 
 

 
 

 
 
 


