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Speech Addressed by H. E. Ieng Mouly, Senior Minister,
Chair of the NAA and Chair of the CCC
During

The 2014 World AIDS Day Gathering under the Theme “Zero
New HIV Infection, Zero Discrimination, Zero AIDS Related

death” and “Focus, Partner, Achieve: an AIDS-Free Generation”
Phnom Penh, Chaktomuk Conference Hall

Thursday, November 27, 2014

— Venerable Monks,

— Your Excellency General Ke Kim Yan, Deputy Prime Minister and high
representative of Samdech Akka Moha Sena Padey Decho Hun Sen, Prime Minister
of Cambodia,

— Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen, distinguished national and international guests,

— Dear Students and Red Cross youths

Today, on behalf of the NAA, | would like to express my profound thanks with respect to
H. E. General Ke Kim Yan, Deputy Prime Minister and high representative of Samdech

Akka Moha Sena Padey Decho Hun Sen, Prime Minster of Cambodia.
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Venerable Monks, Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

This year, our 22™ World AIDS Day Campaign is held on November 27, 2014 rather

than 1% December as in previous years. This change aims at increasing full participation

from all

members and partners without clashing with other important events.

Participating in organizing the World AIDS Day this year, NAA coordinates with

members and partners to organize the following key activities:

1.

The organization of the gathering on World AIDS Day with about 700
participants,

The organization of the round table led by the NAA in collaboration with
NCHADS, KHANA, HACC, PLHIV representatives, high-risk group
representatives and civil society representatives under the theme "Zero new
HIV infection, Zero discrimination, Zero AIDS related death". The round table
was organized on 25" November 2014 at the TVK.

The outreach activity led by the NAA in collaboration with HACC using several
key education methods such as HIV and AIDS question-and-answers,
publication distribution, T-shirt distribution, condom distribution, HIV and AIDS
message awareness through banners and concert performances.

The organization of a comic performance supported by civil society aimed at

awareness-raising about HIV and AIDS, increasing public knowledge of HIV
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transmission and prevention. This comic performance will be aired on CTN

and MyTV.

Venerable Monks, Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

The organization of World AIDS Day is aimed at increasing participation in the HIV and
AIDS multi-sectoral and comprehensive response through education to achieve the
Three Zeros. In particular, youth participation is needed to improve social morality,
awareness of reproductive sexual health, and prevent and control new HIV infection.
They will also play a role as peer educators for in and out of school youth. At the same
time, World AIDS Day provides an opportunity to recognize that the world is still facing a

serious epidemic of HIV and AIDS.

Venerable Monks, Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

On this occasion, | am happy to say that HIV prevalence is declining. Based on
recent scientific projections for Cambodia by 2014 the HIV prevalence among adult
population aged 15-49 years old is 0.4%, declining from 0.6% in 2013. At the same time,
there are 73,733 PLHIV including 9,516 more females than males. The number of

PLHIV continues to drop to 70,400 based on a recent projection made by NCHADS. In
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addition, new HIV infections also declined to 2 persons per day. Regarding children
living with HIV, there were 8,512 in 2010 dropping to 5,497 in 2015. For care and
treatment services, by the first 9 months in 2014, there were 51,783 HIV and AIDS
people receiving ARV treatment, including 27,785 females. Children under 15 years old
who are HIV infected number 3,902 including 1,834 girls. Based on the HIV and AIDS
epidemic described above, Cambodia is a successful country where HIV and AIDS is
controlled and prevented with the hope of further decline of new HIV infections in the
coming years.

HIV transmission from mother to child is also declining from 13% in 2010 to 2% in
2014. This result is Cambodia's contribution to reduce global HIV transmission from
mother to child by 2020 to zero.

Another success to be acknowledged is the decline of HIV prevalence to 0.4%
among EW in recent HIV projections. Compared with neighboring countries, Cambodia
is the leading country in the successful fight against HIV and AIDS.

Based on my field work at the provincial level, | noticed that there has been high
attention from the Department of Health and civil society organizations to improve
VCCT. The majority of people who use VCCT are not only entertainment workers but
also young people from all walks of life. Along with the HIV testing, clients also receive

HIV counseling about sexual safety and the benefits of condoms. As a result in the last
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few years, condom use has increased across the target groups. Beside the free
condom distribution by civil society, condoms are also available and accessible in
modern markets, gas stations, or near entertainment venues, as well as pharmacies
where condoms have been sold for a long time. The behavior and practice of condom
use among both male and female has developed and the majority of them do not feel
shy at all.

There have been positive changes in respect of stigmatization towards PLHIV. In
reality, PLHIV who receive regular health care and social support from public and civil
society improve their daily living standard and suffer no stigma. Instead, they resume
normal relationships with others, as in a case in Bati district, Takeo province and Prey
Nub district, Preah Sihanouk province. In contrast, PLHIV who do not receive care and
support regularly and have a poor living standard, still face some types of discrimination

and stigmatization.

About 70% of PLHIV and vulnerable children have always received social, educational
and economic support from the humanitarian work, mostly led by Samdech

Kittipritthbindit Bun Rany HUNSEN, President of Cambodian Red Cross.

Beside the positive impact as mentioned above, | would raise some concerns for

consideration. Recently, we have seen some AIDS patients, who never accessed VCCT
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and ART care, admitted into hospital already seriously sick. Those AIDS patients are
not registered in any systems, it means that they had been outside the system.
Therefore, they could transmit HIV to their partners unknowingly. How many of their
partners are HIV infected before they are hospitalized? This is a really high risk
scenario. Based on the latest information from the health care system, there is still a
gap between the number of patients who need ART and the number of patients who
actually receive ART. Generally, we do not know where the PLHIV who do not come for
care and treatment live, if those patients try to treat themselves. If they hide themselves
and continue to transmit HIV to their partners, it is really another risk that we need to
control urgently. These two problems worry us because a second wave of the HIV
epidemic could be happening in our magnificent country. The new HIV epidemic could
be happening in particular among youth, factory workers and migrant workers in addition
to the previous high-risk group such as EW, MSM and transgender. The fast
development of information technology, the living pattern in groups of men and women,
especially young men and young women, the fragile old traditional barriers, the
convenience in communication and sexual relations, all are key factors to a potential

second wave of HIV epidemic in Cambodia.



Venerable Monks, Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

The common themes for those participating in the World AIDS Day campaign are:
showing willingness with the world to promote up to date awareness of the HIV
epidemic; HIV scientific knowledge; effective HIV prevention and care to the public; and
to encourage the public to keep in mind the risk of HIV transmission. This campaign
advocates that leaders at every level, people in all classes, development partners and
civil society contribute to control HIV in Cambodia, in the region and in the world by
2020 under the slogan "Zero new HIV infection, Zero stigmatization, Zero AIDS related
death". To achieve these Three Zeros, the world adds one more theme to the World
AIDS Day campaign this year as "Focus, Partner, Achieve: An AIDS-Free Generation".

This theme is the tool to motivate us to stop HIV transmission in the world.

Venerable Monks, Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Focus means to respond attentively to the trend of the HIV and AIDS epidemic and to
plan response strategies and interventions to accurately target at risk groups.

Partner means to work in partnership to respond to HIV and AIDS. As His Excellency,
Lok Chum Teav, ladies and gentlemen have already learnt, there is no one agency that

could stop the HIV and AIDS epidemic, it must have multi-sectoral participation from all

8



partners at national and sub-national level. It is a fact that medical doctors, nurses,
researchers are key groups to manage and control the HIV and AIDS epidemic but we
could not be successful without participation from the community, PLHIV, local
authorities, high-risk groups and civil society.

Achieve means impact that reminds us to stop the HIV and AIDS epidemic. What is still
important for us is to continue care and treatment to PLHIV and to increase HIV testing,
HIV prevention and treatment on time. As providers, service managers and local
authorities, we have to increase services without discrimination with better quality for

PLHIV and AIDS patients.

Venerable Monks, Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

To achieve Three Zeros and to implement the Focus Partner Achieve theme, on behalf
of the NAA and myself, we will lead and coordinate key activities as follows:
1. Ensure that investment plans and operational plans are prepared using the
evidence base, with human rights and results based orientation.
2. Promote effective solutions in the field of HIV/AIDS and health, requesting high
investment in these two areas. This should be designed and based on past

success and integrated into the gaps identified now.



3. Encourage efforts made by sub-national administrations and other ministries as
members of the NAA to improve the successful and effective response.

4. The HIV and AIDS response structure must be developed based on existing
successes with a focus on human resources and well being, rather than focussing
on AIDS specific disease methodology.

5. Encourage multi-sectoral participation from different agencies that can change
health determinants with support from an enabling environment and synergy
between some development fields.

On this occasion, | would add some messages to people to work more to fight against
HIV and AIDS:

1. All people should learn new and up to date HIV preventions to protect

themselves, their families, and their society from the HIV risk.

2. EW and clients should use condoms 100% of the time.

3. All Cambodian men must take active responsibility for themselves, to protect their

wives and children from HIV by strictly applying safe behavior. If they practice

high-risk behavior, they should go for HIV testing to prevent HIV transmission.

4. All youth have to abstain and walk away from drugs which are a key factor in HIV

transmission.
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5. Pregnant women and their husbands must access testing for PMTCT on time.

6. We all have to reduce stigmatization of PLHIV to zero.
7. PLHIV and AIDS must access care and treatment as soon as possible with strict
compliance with medical prescription to avoid drug resistance, which is a serious

factor in AIDS deaths.

Venerable Monks, Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

With the success story of HIV control, Cambodia is facing budget cuts for continuing the
HIV and AIDS response in the coming years. As Chair of the CCC with assistance from
the core AIDS working group, | lead and facilitate the preparation of the concept note
that is used to request financial support from GFATM, through a national consultative
meeting with multi-sectoral participation. The concept note is prepared based on the
existing national strategic plan, the pattern of budget reduction from GFATM, the
selection of priority interventions with high impact among target populations and the
selection of geographic priorities. The concept note will be completed and sent to
GFATM by mid-January 2015. In response to the criteria for concept note development
which require government financial contributions, according to the advice | got from the
Ministry of Economy and Finance, the Royal Government will contribute to the GFATM,
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using national budget up to $1 Million in 2015, $1.2 Million in 2016 and $1.5 Million in

2017 to purchase ARVs.

Venerable Monks, Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

On this occasion, on behalf of the NAA, through H. E. General Ke Kim Yan deputy
Prime Minister, high representative of Samdech Akka Moha Sena Padey Decho
Hun Sen, Prime Minister of Cambodia, | would request all public sectors to continue
their policy of support for the response to HIV and AIDS more actively to achieve

success.

| would like to appeal to all development partners to continue and to increase their
financial, policy and intervention support to allow the NAA to have the ability to increase
geographic, target group and service coverage sustainably toward the millennium goals

by 2015 and the Three zeros by 2020.

Venerable Monks, Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Finally, | wish all honored guests in particular H. E. General Ke Kim Yan, Deputy Prime
Minister, high representative of Samdech Akka Moha Sena Padey Decho Hun Sen,

Prime Minister of Cambodia, Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen, distinguished national
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and international guests, civil servants, uniformed servicemen, and Red Cross youth the
four gems of Buddhist blessing: Longevity, Nobility, Health and Strength. | would like to
express my appreciation to all committee members who work hard to make this

important campaign fruitful.

Thanks.
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